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I.                   Safe schools incorporate three fundamental concepts of Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED): (1) natural surveillance (the ability to see what’s going on), (2) natural access control (the ability to control who gets in or out of a facility) and (3) territoriality/maintenance (the ability to establish and send a message of turf ownership) (see Ensuring Quality School Facilities and Security Technologies, www.hamfish.org ). In addition, they must meet building and fire codes, designed to anticipate and prevent potential disasters. Electronic technology now offers a wide variety of tools for supplementing safe structural design. (see quarterly updates on school security and mass notification technologies at the National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities, http://www.ncef.org/pubs/security_technologies.pdf  & http://www.ncef.org/pubs/notification.pdf 
II.                Healthy schools provide clean water, air and food, and exposure to natural light; are free of mold, toxins, vermin, disruptive noise or unpleasant odors; use non-toxic building materials; are well maintained and use equipment and designs that avoid creating trip, fall, cut or other health hazards; encourage environmental awareness and responsibility; and promote healthy student behavior (see www.healthyschools.org . Also:  Safe and Healthy School Environments, H. Frumkin et al, Oxford University Press 2006) http://www.lblesd.k12.or.us/prog_serv/pbs/events/documents/tod_schneider.pdf 
III.             Positive schools provide extensive reinforcement for a pro-social, affective environment, with an emphasis on (1) an effective, relevant academic program, and (2) a positive school climate in which mutual respect, support, cooperation and connectivity between students, staff, the school and the community are the norm. (see Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports www.pbis.org ) These positive qualities should be reinforced with (a) direct and indirect positive messages displayed throughout the school, and (b) functional facilities, meaning space, furnishings and equipment are a good match for the intended use. This is also known as 2nd Generation CPTED.
 
 
 
Notes on PBIS/SHAPED and CONNECTIVITY
 
Alienation is a common root attribute in antisocial behaviors. Alienation and connectivity are polar opposites. Building connectivity heals alienation.

Enhance positive connectivity between all aspects of the student’s world.

Every relationship should reinforce PBIS concepts and positive connectivity.

All visuals should reinforce empathy, mutual respect and support, connectivity and validation for the overall school experience.

What do you see on display in your school, on your ceilings, walls, windows, doors, floors, or courtyards?  Is it mindless or mindful?  What do students see on the way to and from school? What’s on display in the school bus?

What display space opportunities have you overlooked? 

Who is celebrated, and who is not?

Are all types of intelligence and ability valued equally?

Is there room for individuality? Are all the chairs identical? Are all parts of the school accessible? What convinces a student that somebody’s paying attention; that someone believes in them?

How are your hopes and dreams reflected – or contradicted -- by your school logo, fight song, handbook, yearbook, web site, postings, warnings or guidelines?

 

Tools to consider: Humor, Storytelling, Music, Literature, Art (mobile galleries?), Board games, Active games, Role models, Visitors, Parents, Volunteers, Pets, Field Trips, Libraries, Museums, Gardening, Farming, Camping, Movement, Competition, Cooperation, Building transparency, Government transparency, Electronic technology…

