Function Machines and Graphing Helpers
Function Machines

· Whole Number Cruncher http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/WholeNumberCruncher/ has an animation that shows the input going into the machine and turning into the output. Plus, it tables the data points for you.

· Number Cruncher http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/NumberCruncher/ same as above, except with integers

· Function Machine http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/FunctionMachine/ gives you a few more options but doesn’t table the data points for you.

· Positive Linear Function Machine http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/PositiveLinearFunct/ has even more options.
· Linear Function Machine http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/LinearFunctMachine/ has still more options.
· A very nice site with a build-it-and-configure-it-yourself function machine is “Algebra Arrows” www.fi.uu.nl/toepassingen/02008/toepassing_wisweb.en.html 
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I was thinking that all of these are a little small for use in a classroom where 32 or so students are trying to see what’s going on, but then I changed the display properties to the largest resolution—800x600 and it got a whole lot bigger—big enough, I think. The 5 function machines above don’t graph the functions. If you want a graph, when the time seems right, try one or more of these:
Graphing Helpers

· Graph Sketcher http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/GraphSketcher/ 

· Graphit http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/Graphit/ 

· Slope Slider http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/SlopeSlider/   

· and my old favorite, Function Flyer http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/FunctionFlyer/ 
(I like this one so much because all you have to do to change the graph—and the equation—is move the slider(s). And the application is so smart, it’ll make the appropriate sliders for whatever equation you type.)
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Larry Francis, SOESD Computer Information Services


larry_francis@soesd.k12.or.us and 541.858.6748 

www.soesd.k12.or.us/math and www.soesd.k12.or.us/support/training

