Index Card Area — overview
(Thanks to Betty Lewis of South Medford High School!)
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A 3x5 index card is a rectangle.


Area = base x height





Cut off a triangle from one side.


Flip it and slide it over to the other side.


If you want it to look more like a parallelogram, you can make a copy, then flip the copy over and slide it into place—a parallelogram! 


Use two more index cards to show that the base of the big parallelogram is twice the base of the original rectangle.





Cut off a triangle from one side and slide it over to the other side. 





Cut the rectangle in half from one vertex across to its opposite vertex.


(You can test to make sure you cut it into two equal halves.)





Cut the parallelogram in half and you’ll have a triangle.


(You can test to make sure you cut it into two equal halves.)
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