
Avenues Unit: 5
Cactus and Canyons

Key Vocabulary

Big Book
T246G

Plants Animals Geography Verbs Other Expressions

Coyotes T246 Prey* Desert floor* Adapt* Protection* T246
Song
T292

succulent Reptile* Dune* T246 T246 Alive with
mystery and

beauty
Slithered T270 T246 Rocky* Wears rocks jagged T270
Patiently Prickly

underbush
Cold-blooded Sandy* Leap T270 In a row

Opened Cactus Belly T246 Whimper Lost* Rough going
Appeared Poisonous

venom
Grains Survive Searched* Echoing back

disappeared creatures Uneven T270 sundown Big fat zero
waited Bushy tail Lumpy Found* biscuit Pack of

Howl Strange Stroked squiggly Steered clear
T270 Hot spells concentrate Astronomy Ground to cover

Tracks* Landscapes recognized prospector Give up
javelinas T270 wriggled Heading out

Canyon* Skin and bones
Gully* Bad off
Map*

Watering hole
Ridge



Function Forms Intermediate Early Advanced/Advanced
Questions Responses Questions Responses

Explain
thoughts
feelings &
opinions
T246

Subject/verb
Agreement.
Action
verbs/is/are

What do/does
animal/animals do?
(T261)
Describe the (desert
geog/ plants/animals
(T251)

The animal/animals
verb. (using
appropriate sub/verb
agreement)

The geog/animal/ plant
is/are ____.

Sequence of
events
T270
(also see
p.288)

Past tense &
past
progressive
(was & were)

Use T288/WB p. 83-87
to retell using past &
past progressive tense

I pt verb (to, the, a until)
(Flag) got (lost).
The (girl) searched for
(Flag)


