Common Text Structure Types

Have students preview text looking for these types of signal words to determine structure type. Teach students to map information using graphic organizers which match structure type e.g., Venn Diagram for compare/contrast, timeline for chronological order, flow chart for problem solution, etc.

Cause/Effect


because, consequently, as a result of, this led to, therefore, since, may be due to…

Compare/Contrast


on the other hand, instead of, however, unless, not only – but also, different from, similar to…

Description


for instance, for example, furthermore, in addition to, such as, also, in fact…

Problem/Solution


the question is, one answer is, one reason for, recommendations include…

Sequence/Chronological Order


first, second, initially, before, after, on this date, not long after, when…

Graphic Organizers
Cause/Effect:



Chronological/Sequence:



or




Comparison/Contrast:                               

                                               or                            

      



Description:







Problem/Solution:








SIGNAL WORDS

	CAUSE/EFFECT
	COMPARE/CONTRAST
	DESCRIPTION

	
	
	

	because

since 

consequently

this led to 

so that 

nevertheless

accordingly


because of

as a result of

in order to

may be due to

effects of

for this reason

if…then


	different from

same as

similar to

as opposed to

instead of

although 

however

compared with 

as well as

either…or

but

on the other hand

unless

not only…but

also yet


	for instance 

for example

such as

to illustrate

most important

in addition

another 

furthermore

first second, etc.

to begin with

also

	PROBLEM/SOLUTION 
	SEQUENCE/CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER

	problem

the question is

a solution

one answer is


	                 first

                 second

                 next

                 then

                 initially

                 before

                 after

                 when

                 finally

                 preceding

                 following

                 on (date)

                 not long after


One – Sentence Summary Frames for 

Common Text Structures
Description:
1. A ________________________ is a kind of ______________ that…

Compare/Contrast:
2. ______x______ and _____y________ are similar in that they are both…., but _____x____, while ____y________...

Sequence:
3. ______________begins with…, continues with…, and ends with…

Problem/Solution:
4. _______________ wanted…, but…, so…

Cause/Effect:
5. _______________ happens because…

Paragraph Frame
Compare/Contrast

________________ is different from __________ in several ways. First of all, _____________________ while _____________________________. Secondly, __________________ while ___________________________. So, it is evident that ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

__________________________________.
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