
*Note: Academic terms culled from released CST questions (ELA and Math). 

** Note: Academic terms culled from released CAHSEE (Reading, Writing) and CST (ELA) questions.  Italicized words denote words found 

on the CAHSEE (Reading, Writing). 

*** Note: Academic terms culled from released CST (ELA) questions (Grades 9-11).  If you have students who have not passed the CAHSEE 

(Reading, Writing), the italicized words found on the Grades 7/8 Academic Language word list denote words found on the CAHSEE (Reading, 

Writing). 

ACADEMIC VOCABULARY 
 

Grade K  Circle               

 Color 

 Draw 

 Listen 

 Read 

 Say 

 Show 

 Tell 

 

 Think 

 Write 

 

Grade 1 

 

 Change 

 Circle 

 Color 

 Create 

 Draw  

 Fill in 

 Listen 

 Look  

 Make 

 Mark  

 Name 

 Point 

 

 Read 

 Sequence 

 Show  

 Tell 

 Write 

 

*Grade 2 

 

 Answer 

 Choose 

 Circle 

 Compare 

 Complete 

 Contrast 

 Discuss 

 Draw 

 Explain 

 Fill in 

 List  

 Organize 

 

 Question 

 Read 

 Sequence 

 Write 

 

*Grade 3 

 

 Analyze 

 Answer 

 Cause 

 Choose 

 Circle 

 Collect  

 Color 

 Complete 

 Create 

 Describe 

 Discuss 

 Draw 

 Effect 

 Evaluate 

 Fill in 

 Identify  

 Label 

 List 

 Place 

 Question 

 Read 

 Recall 

 Show 

 Use 

 

*Grade 4 

 

 

 

 Answer 

 Choose 

 Circle 

 Compare 

 Complete 

 Contrast 

 Create 

 Describe 

 Discuss 

 Draw 

 Examine 

  Fill in 

 Group 

 Identify 

 List 

 Organize  

 Read 

 Review 

 Sequence 

 Summarize 

 Suppose 

 Underline 

 Use 

 Write 

 

*Grade 5  Analyze 

 Answer 

 Choose 

 Circle 

 Compare 

 Complete 

 Contrast 

 Create 

 Decide 

 Describe 

 Discuss 

 Examine 

 Fill in 

 Identify 

 Include 

 Organize 

 Read 

 Research 

 

 Summarize 

 Synthesize 

 Underline 

 Understand 

 Write 

*Grade 6  Adapt 

 Adjust 

 Analyze 

 Answer 

 Choose 

 Complete 

 Conclude 

 Conduct 

 Contrast 

 Define 

 Design 

 Develop 

 Estimate 

 Expand 

 Fill in 

 Generalize 

 Generate 

 Interpret 

 Indentify 

 Isolate 

 Locate 

 Mark  

 Modify 

 Persuade 

 Predict 

  Read 

 Select 

  State  

 Summarize 

 Synthesize 

 Underline 

 Vary 

 



*Note: Academic terms culled from released CST questions (ELA and Math). 

** Note: Academic terms culled from released CAHSEE (Reading, Writing) and CST (ELA) questions.  Italicized words denote words found 

on the CAHSEE (Reading, Writing). 

*** Note: Academic terms culled from released CST (ELA) questions (Grades 9-11).  If you have students who have not passed the CAHSEE 

(Reading, Writing), the italicized words found on the Grades 7/8 Academic Language word list denote words found on the CAHSEE (Reading, 

Writing). 

 

 

 

 
Grade K – 1  Words were culled from local assessments. 
 
Grade 2 – 6   Words were culled from local assessments, and released ELA and Math CST questions. 
 
Grades 7 – 8  Words were culled from released CAHSEE reading and writing questions and ELA CST questions.  
Italicized words denote words that are found on the reading and writing portion of the CAHSEE. 
 
Grades 9 -12   Words were culled from released ELA CST questions for grades 9 -11.  For students who have not 
passed the CAHSEE Reading and Writing, the italicized words found on the Grade 7 -8 list, denote words found on 
the CAHSEE reading and writing released questions.  
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**Grade 7/8  Add           

 Assume 

 Cause 

 Change 

 Cite 

 Claim 

 Combine 

 Conclude 

 Compare 

 Contradict 

 Contrast 

 Convey 

 Create 

 Demonstrate 

 Describe 

 Determine 

 Develop 

 Discuss 

 Effect 

 Emphasize 

 Establish 

 Explain 

 Express 

  Find 

 Form  

 Illustrate 

 Imply 

 Include 

  Infer 

 Indicate 

 Insert 

 Label 

 Link 

 Observe 

 Order 

 Organize 

 Outline 

 Persuade 

 Place 

  Produce 

 Provide 

 Read 

  Recall 

  Refer 

  Reflect 

 Reinforce 

 Replace 

 Represent 

 Reveal 

 Revise 

 Rewrite 

 

 Select 

 Sequence 

 Show  

 Source 

 Solve 

 Structure 

 Substitute 

 Suggest 

 Summarize 

 Support  

 Tell 

 Understand 

 Unify 

 Vary 

 Verify 

 Write 

***Grade 9-12 

 

 Adapt 

 Address 

  Cause 

  Characterize 

 Cite 

 Classify 

 Combine 

  Conclude 

  Compare 

 Connote 

 Contrast 

 

 Convey 

 Discuss 

 Demonstrate 

 Denote 

 Derive 

 Describe 

 Discuss 

 Effect 

 Establish 

 Generate 

 Illustrate 

 

 Imply 

 Insert 

 List 

  Present 

  Provide 

  Refer 

 Reflect 

  Relate 

  Remark 

 Replace 

  Revise 

 Rewrite 

  Sequence 

  Substitute 

  Suggest 

 Support 

 Write 



*Note: Academic terms culled from released CST questions (ELA and Math). 

** Note: Academic terms culled from released CAHSEE (Reading, Writing) and CST (ELA) questions.  Italicized words denote words found 

on the CAHSEE (Reading, Writing). 

*** Note: Academic terms culled from released CST (ELA) questions (Grades 9-11).  If you have students who have not passed the CAHSEE 

(Reading, Writing), the italicized words found on the Grades 7/8 Academic Language word list denote words found on the CAHSEE (Reading, 

Writing). 

 


